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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 
l.-ll. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) In a valved plug to be fitted on a mouth piece at an inlet 
opening of an instrument entrance passage leading to a biopsy channel of an endoscopic 
insertion tube, said plug being formed of a resilient material in its entirety and having, at 
opposite ends of a foldable connecting strip, a generally tubular main body portion internally 
formed with a constricted passage of a smaller diameter as compared with said inlet opening 
of said instrument entrance passage, in a radial partition wall located at an intermediate 
portion between outer and inner ends thereof, and a nesting piece adapted to be detachably 
coupled with said main body portion and having a normally closed slit valve in axial 
alignment with said constricted passage in said main body portion to permit insertion of an 
instrument therethrough: 

an annular inward interlocking projection provided at an outer end of said main body 
portion to be coupled with said nesting piece, said interlocking projection being axially 
spaced from said radial partition wall by an internal annular groove formed en around an 
inner periphery of said main body portion; 

said slit valve provided in a circular fitting body portion of said nesting piece to be 
fitted in said main body portion; 

an annular interlocking groove formed around an outer periphery of said fitting body 
portion of said nesting piece on an outer side of an annular interlocking flange provided at an 
innermost end of said fitting body portion ; 
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said annular interlocking projection on said main body portion having a thickness 
greater than an axial width of said annular interlocking groove on said fitting body portion of 
said nesting piece, and an inside diameter smaller than a root diameter of said annular 
interlocking groove on said fitting body portion, to hold said annular interlocking projection 
in a compressed state by a bottom surface and riser wall portions of said annular interlocking 
groove when said nesting piece is coupled with said main body portion; and 

said internal annular groove having a larger axial width than said an annular 
interlocking flange provid e d at an inn e r e nd of on said fitting body portion in such a way a s 
to leave a free space between said radial partition wall on said main body portion and said ' 
fitting body portion of said nesting piece to permit easy inward deformation of said slit valve 
toward said constricted passage when opened by insertion of an instrument. 

13. (Previously Presented) A valved plug as defined in claim 12, wherein said main 
body portion of said plug is provided with an annular ledge at an inner end to be fitted on an 
anchor rim of said mouth piece. 

14. (Previously Presented) A valved plug as defined in claim 12, wherein said 
nesting piece is provided with a concavely hemispherical instrument guide surface on an 
outer side to guide an instrument toward said slit valve. 

15. (Previously Presented) A valved plug as defined in claim 14, wherein said 
circular fitting body portion of said nesting piece is provided with a hollow cavity centrally of 
said annular interlocking flange immediately on the inner side of said slit valve facing said 
free space. 

16. (Previously Presented) A valve plug as defined in claim 15, wherein said slit 
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valve is formed in a thin wall portion between said hemispherical instrument guide surface 
and said hollow cavity of said nesting piece. 

17. (Previously Presented) A valve plug as defined in claim 16, wherein said thin 
wall portion is formed inward of said annular interlocking groove on the outer periphery of 
said fitting body portion of said nesting piece, biasing said slit valve toward a closed position 
by said annular interlocking projection which is in pressed engagement with said annular 
interlocking groove. 
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